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Unless we do so, these conceptions will play no part in that
commerce of ideas and ideals out of which the new world will
be born. Men only believe in absolute values. Such belief,
and such alone, energizes races and institutions, and only
energy so generated is irresistible. Men who are preaching
the doctrine of compromise and peace at any price are admitting
that they themselves have no dynamic ideas to give them energy
to resist the destructive ideas of others. The domination of
Western European civilization on the Continent by those whom
Burke well called vulgar and mechanical politicians, is we may
hope, over. Let us, however, be sure that we can continue that
notable quotation with a clear conscience, and say that such
have also no more place among ourselves. A nation that comes
to believe that right and wrong can be determined by the
counting of heads has come to believe that right and wrong
are meaningless terms. When a nation believes that, the gates
of hell have prevailed against it. Such a nation can possess
no justification for the assumption of any mission, for the
enforcement of any rule. It must wither and quickly die
before the instinctive and dominant force of nations still potent*
* There is no escape from the law which has made resolution,
courage, audacity, an inspiration to sacrifice, and an exaltation
in serving the condition of the enduring greatness of peoples.'
We, of all nations, should derive from our history and our
heredity a full measure of these qualities. It is my hope that
we may yet prove to have done so, and that the sombre and dis-
honouring record of the last thirty years of futile diplomacy and
inconclusive war may be only an interlude in the history of a
great nation.